while by a similar formula Weihaiwei, on the opposite side of the
Yellow Sea, fell to England, Kwangchow-wan to France, and
Kiaochow to Germany. Thus, not only was Japan deprived of the
most precious fruits of her victory, but China suffered greater
losses through her protectors than through the enemy. But the
main burden of east-Asiatic hatred fell upon Germany, because
the Kaiser thrust himself in the most unfortunate fashion into the
foreground of this general game of pirates, complicating it with
mistimed phrases about protection from the " Yellow Peril " and
the " preservation of holiest possessions." Bismarck did not feel
obliged to abstain from saying what he thought of these doings.

Popular fury against the " white devils " found expression in
the " Boxer " rising. The Boxers, so called in derision from their
efforts to harden theijis elves for the coming struggle with the
foreigner, were a secret organization of fanatical nationalists
which was spread over the whole of China. The insurrection was
soon over, though again accompanied by emotional speeches of
warning from the German Emperor, the tone of which was quite
unsuited to the occasion. In complete contrast to this romantic
wild-Indian type of policy was the cool and judicious attitude of
England, who, taking practical advantage of the course of events,
proceeded to form an alliance with Japan. This was England's
first formal alliance since the Crimean War; in 1902 the two
powers gave mutual guarantees to maintain their existing pos-
sessions in the East; in case the protection of these interests should
lead either to war with a third state, they promised each other
benevolent neutrality; in case of attack by two enemies, assistance.
This pact was obviously directed against Russia, though also
against France, who alone could be that " second power."

A warlike reckoning between Russia and Japan could now only The
be a matter of time, after the Government of the former had
brusquely rejected a Japanese proposal by which Korea should go
to Japan, and Manchuria to Russia. This madness can only be
explained by unteachable Muscovite arrogance, for the undisputed
possession of Manchuria would have been an inestimable boon to
Russia, while Korea had a purely naval strategic importance as
the link between the two main eastern harbours, Port Arthur and
Vladivostok. From the Japanese point of view, matters were ur-
gent, since it was only for so long as the Trans-Siberian railway,
connecting Moscow with Vladivostok, had but a single track
that there was any hope of their not having to deal with an
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